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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August and September, 



War, Death, Desolation, Horror. 

Just as our forms are being completed, Austria has 
made formal declaration of war on Servia, after having 
received Servia's reply to her ultimatum. The immedi- 
ate occasion for the outbreak of hostilities was the as- 
sassination of the Arch-Duke Francis Ferdinand and his 
wife when attending military maneuvers at Sarajevo, 
the capital of Bosnia. The Serbs were held responsible 
for the murders, their desire for revenge on the Aus- 
trian Empire dating from its absorption of the prov- 
inces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Servian govern- 
ment granted practically all of the Austrian demands 
for the suppression of anti- Austrian propaganda and the 
like, and made final appeal to the Hague tribunal in 
case the reply was considered inadequate. 

As Eussia and Germany, as well as the other Euro- 
pean powers, are all associated with the belligerents, it 
looks at 'the moment as if the whole of Europe was 
likely to be involved in the strife. War has actually 
been declared by both Eussia and Germany, and France 
is mobilizing her troops. The British government has 
done everything in its power to avoid the conflict, but 
seemingly without avail. The war clouds are thick and 
threatening, and the hope of peace hangs on a slender 
thread. Is the long-prophesied great war of Europe, 
with its death, its destruction and desolation, actually 
beginning? God pity the world ! 



Developments in the Mexican Situation. 

Events have been shaping themselves rapidly in Mex- 
ico in the past few weeks. Early in July the mediators 
left Niagara -Falls, after having agreed upon a protocol 
which provided for the constitution of a provisional 
government in Mexico, the recognition of this govern- 
ment by the United States and the three mediating 
governments in due time, amnesty to all foreigners for 
all political offenses, establishment of international com- 
missions for the settlement of claims for damages, and 
agreement by this country not to claim war indemnity. 
A full account of the proceedings of the mediation con- 
ference will be found on another page of this issue. 

On July 15 President Huerta sent in his formal 
resignation, and on July 21 sailed for Jamaica. Senor 
Francisco Carbajal, the recently appointed minister of 
foreign relations, became provisional president. He is 
a distinguished jurist, and has been chief justice of the 
supreme court of Mexico. He is reported to be ready 
to turn over the government to General Carranza, if the 
latter will give guarantees for the protection of the life 
and property of those who supported Huerta. The 
mediators have indicated that their governments will 
not recognize any government in Mexico which refuses 
to establish itself by peaceful means. On Monday, 



July 27, the delegates named by President Carbajal 
left for Saltillo for the peace conference with the repre- 
sentatives of General Carranza. It seems likely that 
the Carbajal envoys will accede to Carranza's demand 
for surrender. The latest reports indicate that a basis 
for the arrangement of peace in Mexico has been agreed 

upon. 

•-»-* 

Franco=Qerman Conference at Basel. 

One of the most important and fruitful gatherings of 
recent months was the meeting on May 30, at Basel, 
Switzerland, of the Franco-German Interparliamentary 
Committee. Many predictions were made that the con- 
ference held last year at Berne would be devoid of re- 
sults, but the outcome has been encouraging. 

The committee named at Berne consisted of six mem- 
bers: Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, Mr. Gaston, 
and Mr. Jean Jaures, of the French Parliament, and 
Mr. Haase, Mr. Conrad Haussmann, and Mr. Eicklin, 
German deputies. This committee added to itself until 
it numbered about forty representatives of the leading 
political parties in the two countries. Of this number 
nearly all were present at Basel. Baron d'Estournelles 
was president of the French delegation and Mr. Conrad 
Haussmann of the German. 

The meeting was held in a spirit of the utmost cor- 
diality and friendliness, while at the same .time there 
was an earnestness and sobriety and a recognition of the 
difficulty of the task that was theirs. The jingo press 
on both sides the boundary line made light of the meet- 
ing, and derided its efforts ; but in spite of this the bet- 
ter sentiment of the two countries supported it warmly. 

The main session was held on Saturday morning, 
May 30. On the preceding evening the two delegations 
met separately and carefully deliberated on what was to 
be accomplished. As a result the formal business ses- 
sion was marked by definiteness of proposals and brevity 
of discussion. This communication to the peoples of 
France and Germany was adopted unanimously : 

The Permanent Interparliamentary Franco-German 
Committee appointed at the Berne conference notes that 
this conference, which was very well received in both 
countries, has already produced good fruit. It has made 
all enlightened persons in both France and Germany 
more hopeful of lasting rapprochement between these 
two nations, and more determined to help to bring this 
about. The time is now ripe for concerted action with 
this end in view. 

The peoples are suffering from the prevalence of mu- 
tual distrust and incessant war scares, the effect of 
which is everywhere shown by the piling up of immense 
armaments, which threaten ultimately to cause the 
gravest economic and financial crises while paralyzing 
the efforts of civilization. 

The day is drawing near when public opinion in all 
countries will call to account the jingo press and those 
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behind it who make the worst of all incidents and are 
always endeavoring to create misunderstandings. The 
Franco-German committee is determined to redouble its 
efforts to prove how deep-seated are the pacific inclina- 
tions of the immense majority of the populations of both 
France and Germany. 

It therefore resolves, firstly, to arrange for a press 
agency which will ensure Frenchmen and Germans both 
being well informed as to the real nature of facts too 
often distorted by being purposely twisted and not dis- 
passionately commented upon. 

Secondly, it resolves that if difficulties arise about the 
settlement of a dispute, both parties ought insistently to 
remind each other that arbitration, especially the con- 
ciliation procedure provided for by The Hague conven- 
tions, is the method most consonant with the dignity 
and welfare of civilized nations. 

Finally, it believes that, in order that the desire for 
peace on the part of each nation may be .clearly mani- 
fested to the other, plenary meetings of parliamentarians 
in sympathy with the work of the Berne conference 
ought to be held in both countries. It is aware that 
this conference assumed a heavy and difficult task, and 
that if this is to be successfully accomplished a few iso- 
lated demonstrations will not suffice, but continuous, 
persevering, and prolonged effort is necessary. 

In order to ensure final and well-established peace be- 
tween two great nations, which have so often come into 
collision in the course of their glorious and also melan- 
choly history, there is need of an immense educational 
effort carried out with mutual good will. This, how- 
ever, is not too much to ask of France and Germany. 
Already they can face the difficulties raised by the on- 
ward march of the world with that mutual respect which 
two great nations owe to each other, each of which is 
necessary to human civilization and imbued with a spirit 
of peace and equity. 

It is in this spirit and with this end in view that the 
permanent committee will organize this year, on the 
same day in France and in Germany, two interparlia- 
mentary meetings to be. attended in each country by 
French and German deputies in sympathy with the 
Berne conference. 

There are several important points in the above splen- 
did document that should be emphasized. In the first 
place, it recognizes the difficult nature of the task that 
lies before the peace party in the parliaments of the two 
nations and the need of "an immense educational effort 
carried out with mutual good will." Three definite pro- 
posals are made, the accomplishment of which would 
register a distinct advance: (1) The establishment of a 
press agency to counteract the jingo element which has 
wrought so much evil. Periodic publication of accurate 
information will be of untold value, and the prelimi- 
nary steps have already been taken which will assure the 
carrying out of this plan. (2) The suggestion that ar-. 
bitration and conciliation should be insisted upon by 
both parties in critical junctures is excellent, as there 
is always danger that<,tjhis wise and judicial method of 
procedure will be lost sight of in the clamor for instant 



resort to arms. (3) The holding of stated meetings of 
parliamentarians in the two countries will aid in the 
maintenance of sympathetic relations and the growth of 
mutual understanding. The permanent committee has 
undertaken to call such meetings before the year closes, 
and the proceedings will be watched with deep interest. 

In the banquet that followed the conference the chair- 
men of the two delegations spoke with hope and confi- 
dence of the future relations between their countries. 
Mr. Haussmann said that it would be easy to find a way 
to solve their problems, because peace was already in the 
hearts of the people, and the workers of the nation hated 
war. Baron d'Bstournelles replied that they would all 
return home with the feeling that a notable work had 
been accomplished for the cause of brotherhood and 
patriotism. They were serving their countries faith- 
fully, and they represented an invincible power that 
would some day triumph victoriously over a despicable 
chauvinism. 

It is not too much to predict that what these peace- 
makers of the French and German parliaments have 
undertaken will in due time be brought about. When 
the people, through their chosen representatives, demand 
an end of war and preparations for war, the day of its 
downfall is near at hand. 



Death of the Baroness Von Suttner. 

In the death of Bertha von Suttner, at her home in 
Vienna, Austria, on June 21, the peace cause has suf- 
fered an unusual loss. In lofty achievement and inspir- 
ing leadership there has rarely been her equal. Seldom 
is it given to one individual to see in a single lifetime 
the fruition of so much that has been the object of hope 
and labor. When the Baroness entered the ranks of the 
peace workers only a little more than a quarter of a 
Century ago, the organized peace movement was as yet 
confined to comparatively narrow bounds; it had nor 
yet become a recognized factor in governmental and 
legislative circles. To her definite and whole-souled 
championship of the cause may, without exaggeration, 
be attributed much of its rapidly growing influence and 
popularity in Europe. She brought to the task unusual 
mental and moral qualifications; she was by nature an 
enthusiast, a propagandist, and a leader. Whether or 
not one agrees with Pope Leo's pronouncement that she 
was the most remarkable woman in the world, she was 
without doubt the most remarkable woman in this move- 
ment to which she devoted her mature powers. 

Her romantic life-story is too well known to need 
recounting here, except in outline. Born at Prague, 
June 9, 1843, Bertha Sophia Felicita Countess Kinsky 
was the daughter of Lieutenant Field-Marshal Count 
Kinsky, whose death occurred not long before her birth. 
The widowed mother devoted herself to the training and' 
education of her daughter, and took care that her tal- 
ents, especially in the musical line, were developed to 
the utmost. Her popularity in the social circles in 
which they moved was very great, but until she had 



